
What does Music look like at 
Adswood Primary?

1. Progression of learning-
Sticky Knowledge   Sticky Knowledge is used throughout KS1 and KS2 to 

ensure progression of learning and National 
Curriculum coverage. Learning follows a clear 

sequence in each year group and throughout school. 
Learning is chronological and to ensure objectives are 
revisited often via start of the day (SODA), theme 
weeks, visits and visitors, bridging back and bridging 

forward each lesson. 
Learning is consolidated.

Quality First Teaching in all year groups, a range of 
questioning strategies, adaptive teaching and the use 
of questioning,  enhance opportunities to develop and 
embed the skills  and knowledge required in the NC 

and the Sticky Knowledge for this subject.

2. Whole School Overview
We follow KAPOW 

throughout school. It 
provides EYFS, KS1 and 
KS2 with teaching and 
learning ideas and uses 

thought provoking 
questions to engage 
learners’ learning.

Our lessons are planned from the yearly overviews. Weekly lessons, 
discussions and VVE opportunities allow pupils to bridge back and revisit 

learning but also to bridge forward and explore learning that will be 
covered next year.



4. Music floorbooks

3. Learner Voice

Learner voice informs staff that 
pupils are enjoying their music  

lessons and are engaged. 
It also provides learners suggestions 

for future lesson planning. 
It also supports teachers assess 
their class knowledge based on 

previously taught lessons.

Every year group shares a 
Music E-Book which 

showcases the pupils’ 
learning. It evidences 
National Curriculum 

coverage, sticky 
knowledge, lots of pupil 

voice, QR codes that lead 
to lots of videos and 

pictures. 



4. Theme Weeks

5. Learning beyond the classroom.
We have had exciting VVE opportunities where learning beyond the 

classroom is brought to life. 
Examples include: Choir opportunities, Christmas Productions at a local 
Retirement Home, our Summer Festival of Music in Wythenshawe Park. 
We welcome visitors into school to share their musical talent to support 

and inspire our pupils.
Chip is one of our amazing visitors, he runs Soul Children Choir with 
Audacious Church, the children in Adswood Primary are BIG fans!

Our Music Lead Miss Syddall runs Choir and Recorder Club throughout the 
year too.

 Every year in school there is a theme week 
which takes a different focus. For example, in 

Music we had a Rhythm & Rhyme Week. 
These weeks are wonderful for learners to dive 
in and develop their love of music. The theme 

weeks can also link to other areas of the 
curriculum. 

 Our theme weeks are usually launched 
with an Assembly…for example, 

Rhythm & Rhyme Week we had a visitor 
who supported the beginning of an 

exciting rhythmic week with an inspiring 
performance!



6. Assessment

7. Staff CPD 

AFL is at the heart of everything we do. The 
majority of assessment in Music is delivered 

through learner’s ongoing contributions. 
At the end of each half term our classes will 

demonstrate their learning through activities such 
as a small performance, quizzes, producing a musical 

outcome/presentation and recalling the 5 finger 
facts.  

Learners’ termly attainment is recorded on Insight 
and end of year reports.

The Music subject lead follows our local ‘Learning 
Leads’ to keep up-to-date with LA guidelines and new 
initiatives/resources alongside other local schools.

Following any updates the subject lead will hold a 
staff meeting where updates/changes will be shared 
with each year group.

As part of subject leader development, time is 
allocated to observe and share inclusive practice 
across school and in other schools. Pictures and 
videos are shared between staff throughout the 
year.

8. Adaptive Teaching 

As a school, we use the NASEN SENCO 
guidance. Music lessons are inclusive to all. 
Adaptive teaching allows all pupils to access 

learning and achieve age related 
expectations. 

Discussions, Q and A, Charanga, our music 
resources, quizzes, VVE opportunities to 
share real life experiences ensures all 

pupils can be fully involved in their learning.



9. Foundation 5

Foundation 5 is unique to Adswood Primary School.
It is aimed at Year 5 and 6 learners in order to aid their 

transition between year groups and primary to 
secondary school. Beliefs and Values, P.E, Computing, 

Music and M.F.L are taught three afternoons a week by 
subject leads. 

This allows learners to move from class to class, develop 
relationships with numerous members of staff and 
enhance their knowledge and understanding of that 

subject. 
It is an excellent way to accelerate progress within 

these subjects. 

10. Collective Reflection

In addition to Whole School/ Key Stage Assemblies, all classes 
at the end of each day participate in collective reflection. This 

can be through a mindfulness activity, story, video, Q and A 
session.

In Music, collective reflection may be shown in KS2 for example 
through a production or composing in collaboration.  




