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The planned activities for fieldwork across the school have come from these sources
and have been cross checked with both the EYFS Statutory Framework and The 

National Curriculum.



Resources needed for effective 
fieldwork:

•Clipboards
•Magnifying glasses
•Compasses
•Timers
•Weather monitoring equipment
•Digital cameras (iPads) 

•A range of maps of the local area and school grounds.



There will be three fieldwork activities 
that each Key Stage take part in throughout the

year based on the themes of:

Autumn Term: Investigating our school
Spring Term: Experiencing today’s weather

Summer term: Our local area



EYFS Framework



National Curriculum
Key Stage One



National Curriculum
Key Stage Two



Autumn Term: Investigating our school
EYFS

Where is Barnaby Bear?

This activity can be done 
in a number of ways across a term:

• Take photos of a toy or teddy in different places in the 
classroom or playground, give them to children and ask 
them to try and find the toy. Once found ask the children 
to describe the whereabouts of the toy. Encourage 
locational language. “near the shed, to the right of the 
cupboard" etc

• Children can then take turns to hide the toy and search in 
groups. Children have to describe where they found the 
toy either orally or in writing. Each group takes a photo 
and creates their own map symbol for where it was found.

• Create a class map and add the photos and symbols.



Autumn Term: Investigating our school
Key Stage One

Year One
How do we feel when we are here?

Spend time in different areas of the school, different playgrounds, rooms etc. What can 
you see? What can you hear? Where was it (N,E,S,W)? How did it make you feel? Can 

you draw a simple map of where you were? Can you label this with emojis?

How can we improve our school grounds?
Using the compass points N,E,S,W take photos in an area of the school print and 
annotate these. What do we like about them? What don’t we like about these areas?
Create a map of where you photographed and create a symbol to represent the things
you found there. Come up with ideas for things that would make these areas better? 
Why would they improve them? Can we make a junk model of our area with the 
improvements?



Autumn Term: Investigating our school
Key Stage One

Year Two
Create a journey stick

Decide on two points in the school to walk between e.g. from the Willow Garden to the 
KS2 playground and create a journey stick for this journey. Which direction did you 
travel in? What did you find? How many steps were in between each item? Can you 
measure this with a trundle wheel or something else? The 3d journey stick can then be 
used to create a 2d map. 

Who works in our school?
Using the staff board create a list of the people who work in our school. Can you map 
where these people work in the building? What symbol can you come up with for each 
person? Can you organise these people into categories? Could you come up with 
directions to get to certain people you might need? Can you photograph and annotate 
this route like a mini google maps?



Autumn Term: Investigating our school
Key Stage Two

Year Three
Choose five words which describe this school

Take a walk around the school and see if in pairs and groups children can think of five 
words to describe the school. Which words have they chosen? Why? Take photos and 
make notes on where you  Can you create a 2d or 3d map of the school grounds? Can 
you create symbols for the different areas? Can you add in your 5 words? Can you use 
the eight compass points to describe where you put your words?

Can you get back to class?
In small groups blindfold someone and take them to a part of the school, can the 
children decide on a list of directions to get back to class using eight compass points. 
Can the children create a simple map with directions to get back from different parts of 
the school? Where is the easiest place to get back from? Why? Where is the hardest 
place to get back from? Why?



Autumn Term: Investigating our school
Key Stage Two

Year Four
What do people think of the school?

Children in small groups ask children and staff from different classes and year groups to 
complete a questionnaire with these questions: Children: What year group are you in? What 
do you like about the school grounds? What do you dislike about the school grounds? What 
could be improved? Where is the safest place in school? Is there anywhere that doesn’t feel 
safe? Staff: How long have you worked here? What do you like about the school grounds? 

What do you dislike about the school grounds? What could be improved? Where is the safest 
place in school? Is there anywhere that doesn’t feel safe? Children create a graph of the 

answers and make a map of the school labelled and annotated based on their data.

Our school in 12 photos
Children imagine a new child is coming into our school. What are the 12 photos that will help 
them the most? Why? These could be places that they find special or useful. In groups 
children create a map of the school grounds using these images and eight compass points. 
Then as a class evaluate each map to try and find the most useful one for different purposes 
e.g. an EAL child, an autistic child, a child who might be anxious.



Autumn Term: Investigating our school
Key Stage Two

Year Five
How can our school use less energy?

Which area of the school uses the most energy? Which uses the least energy? Why? How 
can we map this? Can pupils create a survey to investigate which rooms use the most 

energy? Could the school use any renewable energy solutions e.g. solar panels? Where 
would be the best place to put them? Why? Add this information to a map and write up a 

proposal to the board of governors as a class.

How can our school be more accessible? 
What are the most accessible areas of the school? Why? Which areas are not as accessible? 
How can they be improved? In groups children create a map of the school grounds 
suggesting improvements and annotating why they would be needed.



Autumn Term: Investigating our school
Key Stage Two

Year Six
How many people use our school each day?

Children conduct a survey in groups over the course of a week to see how many people 
come into the school grounds. Which area of the school is the most busy? Why? How do 

people travel to school? Which is the most popular method? Children could create a graph 
of their results and annotate a map of the school with this information.

How has our school changed? 
What does our school look like now? Which features can we notice from satellite images? 
Can we label them and annotate them? Why is the school laid out like this? Look at old 
images of the school, can we compare and contrast them with the current photos? How do 
we think the school will look in the future?



Spring Term: Experiencing 
today’s weather

EYFS: What will we need 
to wear today?

• Create a weather chart for the classroom and talk about 
what the weather is each day/the next day.

• Watch the weather forecast for tomorrow and talk about 
what you might need to wear.

• Have clothes for either a soft toy or that the children can 
wear near the weather chart so the children can discuss 
what they will need to wear to be safe or comfortable in 
today’s weather.

• Build up to showing simple maps of the local area’s 
weather and discuss them.



Spring Term: Experiencing 
today’s weather

Year 1: Bubble Chase

Bubble Chase to Measure Wind Direction

Place a marker at your start location. Choose an area 

of the playground.

Blow some bubbles then pick one to follow.

Chase your chosen bubble, without getting in its way, 

until it pops or floats somewhere you cannot follow.

Blow another bubble from where you end up and follow 

that one.

Wherever you end up, look back at where you have 

come from.

Now use your compass to work out the direction back 

to the starting point. This will give you the wind 

direction, because wind direction refers to where the 

wind is blowing from.

Repeat a few times if possible.



Spring Term: Experiencing 
today’s weather

Year 2: Does rain always 
come from dark clouds?

Does rain always come from 

dark clouds? Use this colour 

chart to find out. Or, use a home 

made cyanometer to see how blue 

the sky is, and link it to art or to 

discussions about why the sky is 

blue, and how pollution affects it. 

Link it to compass directions, 

which way are the clouds moving?

Can pupils research the correct 

names for the different types of 

clouds?



Spring Term: Experiencing 
today’s weather
Year 3: Shadows

Observe shadows over the 

course of a day at different 

times, marking which 

direction they seem to move 

in with compass points.

Take photos of the shadows 

and create a piece of work 

where each picture links to a 

direction point on the 

compass.



Spring Term: Experiencing 
today’s weather
Year 4 : Puddles

Observe puddles over the 

course of the day in relation 

to evaporation.

Draw around them with 

chalk and measure them.

Measure depth with a metre 

stick or ruler.

Create a chart of the 

observations: try this on a 

cloudy and sunny day and 

compare.



Spring Term: Experiencing today’s weather
Year 5 : Where are the biggest puddles? Why?

Pupils go outside in the rain with a 

laminated map of the school 

grounds. 

How can they describe the rain? 

Drizzle, shower, etc

Use rain gauge to measure the 

amount of rainfall.

Where are the most puddles 

located? Why? What issues might 

this cause? 

Create a map and chart of their 

observations and link to previous 

accessibility activity.



Spring Term: Experiencing today’s weather
Year 6 : Where is the most windy place in 

Adswood?
Pupils go outside in the rain with a laminated map of the 

school grounds and local area.

How does the way they stand affect how they notice the 

wind? What happens if they open their coats?

Make observations as you move, where was the most 

windy? Where was the least windy? Why do you think? 

What makes this change? Can you use a wind gauge to 

measure the direction and speed? Can pupils create 

their own wind gauge?

Create a map and daily chart of their observations. 

Create routes using compass points of where to avoid if 

you don’t like the wind or where to go if you want to fly a 

kite.



Spring Term: Experiencing today’s weather
Year 6 : Where is the most windy place in 

Adswood?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Af0LB3abBsk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Af0LB3abBsk


Summer Term: Our Local 
Area

EYFS: Pixie World

• Children create dens or houses for pixies or characters of 
their choosing in pairs using things they find. This can be 
done in the Willow Garden, on the school field etc.

• When all the houses are complete the pairs are divided 
into ‘walkers’ and ‘talkers’.

• The walkers tour all the pixie houses and the talkers 
describe their house.

• Pairs then take photos of their houses and as a class or 
small groups they can with adult support create picture 
maps of their ‘Pixie World’.



Summer Term: Our Local 
Area

Year 1: My Ideal play 
space

• As a class visit the local park.
• Take photos of the equipment/facilities there.
• Decide where people’s favourite places are in the park.
• Map peoples favourite places or things in the park.
• Do some junk modelling in groups of improvements you 

could make to the park.



Summer Term: Our Local Area
Year 2: Our walk to the park

• As a class look at google maps/street view of the route 
from school to the park. 

• Discuss the potential risks on the way e.g. roads, narrow 
paths etc.

• Ask children to suggest and plan routes using printed 
maps.

• Take photos along the way, create journey sticks and 
create a class display annotated of your walk to the park.



Summer Term: Our Local Area
Year 3: A soundscape trail of 

Adswood
• As a class look at google maps/street view of the route 

from school in each of the different compass 
• Discuss what is in each direction, what things can you 

see. Where can you get to? 
• Listen to some different soundscapes of places e.g. a 

quiet suburban street, a city centre. See if pupils can work 
out which is which.

• Children go out in groups into the local area and record 
soundscapes of where they are. Ask children to suggest 
and plan routes using printed maps.

• When each group has done this listen to the soundscapes 
and try to mark them on a map by listening to the features 
you can hear.



Summer Term: Our Local Area
Year 4: Different viewpoints in our 

local area

• As a class make a list of the different people that use our 
local area: motorists, people using public transport, 
school children, people who live in our area.

• Think of something that might improve life in the local 
area for one of those groups e.g. cycle lanes, more bus 
stops, a low emission zone.

• Design this change on a map of the local area, where 
would it go? Why? How would it help? Who would it help?

• Create a survey as a class to be completed by people in 
the local area about this proposed change. 

• Decide on the best way to distribute this? Paper copies, 
QR codes, website link etc. 

• Create a graph/chart/presentation of the results.



Summer Term: Our Local Area
Year 5: Taking action in our local area

• As a class make a list of the different people that use our 
local area: motorists, people using public transport, 
school children, people who live in our area.

• Take a local walk around the area and make a list of any 
issues that you might see e.g. lack of public transport, 
litter, not enough things to do for children.

• Once you are back in class vote on what you think the 
biggest issue is. 

• What can be done to help with this issue? Are there any 
national campaigns or charities that exist for similar 
issues?

• Could the pupils research the best ways to tackle the 
issue?

• Can they come up with a plan of action that can help to 
solve the issue in the local area?



Summer Term: Our Local Area
Year 6: Land use in our local area

• Look at birds eye view maps of the local area and discuss 
what  different buildings, roads.

• How has this changed over the years? 
• Can the children use old photographs of the area and 

match them up with current photos taken during their 
fieldwork?

• Can they locate the places from the photos?
• Can they write directions to the places and create a map?
• Can they create a map of places of local historical 

interest?
• Can they create a class display of their findings or 

presentations in a group.


